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14 CFR Ch. I (1–1–03 Edition)§ 139.101

Subpart B—Certification

§ 139.101 Certification requirements: 
General. 

(a) No person may operate a land air-
port in any State of the United States, 
the District of Columbia, or any terri-
tory or possession of the United States, 
serving any scheduled passenger oper-
ation of an air carrier operating an air-
craft having a seating capacity of more 
than 30 passengers without an airport 
operating certificate, or in violation of 
that certificate, the applicable provi-
sions of this part, or the approved air-
port certification manual for that air-
port. 

(b) Unless otherwise authorized by 
the Administrator, no person may op-
erate a land airport in any State of the 
United States, the District of Colum-
bia, or any territory or possession of 
the United States, serving any un-
scheduled passenger operation of an air 
carrier operating an aircraft having a 
seating capacity of more than 30 pas-
sengers without a limited airport oper-
ating certificate, or in violation of that 
certificate, the applicable provisions of 
this part, or the approved airport speci-
fications for that airport. 

[Doc. No. 25698, 55 FR 48214, Nov. 19, 1990]

§ 139.103 Application for certificate. 

(a) Each applicant for an airport op-
erating certificate or a limited airport 
operating certificate must submit an 
application, in a form and in the man-
ner prescribed by the Administrator, to 
the Regional Airports Division Man-
ager. 

(b) The application must be accom-
panied by two copies of an airport cer-
tification manual or airport certifi-
cation specifications, as appropriate, 
prepared in accordance with subpart C 
of this part. 

[Doc. No. 24812, 52 FR 44282, Nov. 18, 1987, as 
amended by Amdt. 139–16, 54 FR 39295, Sept. 
25, 1989]

§ 139.105 Inspection authority. 

Each applicant for an airport oper-
ating certificate or a limited airport 
operating certificate must allow the 
Administrator to make any inspec-
tions, including unannounced inspec-

tions, or tests to determine compliance 
with— 

(a) The Federal Aviation Act of 1958, 
as amended; and 

(b) The requirements of this part.

§ 139.107 Issuance of certificate. 
(a) An applicant for an airport oper-

ating certificate is entitled to a certifi-
cate if— 

(1) The provisions of § 139.103 of this 
subpart are met; 

(2) The Administrator, after inves-
tigation, finds that the applicant is 
properly and adequately equipped and 
able to provide a safe airport operating 
environment in accordance with— 

(i) Subpart D of this part, and 
(ii) Any limitations which the Ad-

ministrator finds necessary in the pub-
lic interest; and 

(3) The Administrator approves the 
airport certification manual. 

(b) An applicant for a limited airport 
operating certificate is entitled to a 
certificate if— 

(1) The provisions of § 139.103 of this 
subpart are met; 

(2) The Administrator, after inves-
tigation, finds that the applicant is 
properly and adequately equipped and 
able to provide a safe airport operating 
environment in accordance with— 

(i) The provisions of subpart D listed 
in § 139.213(a) of this part, and 

(ii) Any other provisions of this part 
and any limitations which the Admin-
istrator finds necessary in the public 
interest; and 

(3) The Administrator approves the 
airport certification specifications.

§ 139.109 Duration of certificate. 
An airport operating certificate or a 

limited airport operating certificate 
issued under this part is effective until 
it is surrendered by the certificate 
holder or is suspended or revoked by 
the Administrator.

§ 139.111 Exemptions. 
(a) An applicant or a certificate hold-

er may petition the Administrator 
under § 11.25, Petitions for Rule Making 
or Exemptions, of this chapter for an 
exemption from any requirement of 
this part. 

(b) An applicant or a certificate hold-
er, enplaning annually less than one-
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